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PURPOSE

Rotary Charities recognizes the vital role that nonprofit organizations perform in maintaining the area's quality of life.  Effective programs that meet community needs and improve our region’s quality of life are essential, as are the nonprofits that deliver them.  We understand that in order to remain collectively responsive to community needs, nonprofit organizations must regularly focus on how best to accomplish their individual missions and delivery quality programming.  Therefore, Rotary Charities supports both existing and new programs with planning grants and multiple year program grants.  

Please note that planning grant guidelines for program grants can be found in the Planning Grant section of the website. 
FUNDING CRITERIA
Programs that receive funding from Rotary Charities must meet the following criteria:
· Be based on community need

· Have measurable outcomes

· Demonstrate high impact

· Be an innovative program* that meets the criteria listed above

Preference will be given to proposals that are collaborative.  

*Acknowledging the current economic conditions faced by many quality programs, the Board of Rotary Charities (in July 2009) temporarily modified the criteria and will accept applications for support of on-going successful programs.  Nonprofit organizations with a proven track record of meeting community needs may apply for a multiple year program grant during the fall 2009 cycle.  The deadline for the fall cycle this year is October 1, 2009.  
GENERAL GUIDELINES

Funding for startup expenses, including staffing and operating expenses will be considered. Single year program requests will be considered; the maximum amount of funding for single year grants is $99,000. 

Multiple year (up to three years) requests will be considered; the maximum amount available over three years is $110,000.  Funding will be decided on a yearly basis; applicants must submit a renewal application for year two and three funding.  Second and third year funding levels will be established on a decreasing basis and only considered  after review of benchmarks established in the prior year.  Rotary Charities may provide maximum grant amounts are as follows:
· Up to 75% of total cash required to complete year one of the program; grant amount not to exceed $50,000

· Up to 50% of total cash required to complete year two of the program; grant amount not to exceed $35,000

· Up to 25% of total cash required to complete year three of the program; grant amount not to exceed $25,000

Grants Process:

1. Before submitting, all applicants should schedule a meeting with Rotary staff to discuss their proposal.

2. The electronic submission deadline for proposals is 5pm, March 1 and September 1 Note: for 2009 only, the deadline is extended to October 1, 2009.  The extension is in place in order to provide adequate training time for developing the new models required.  Grant decisions will be made by January 15, 2010.    

3. The Program Grant application form, budget and cover sheet must be completed and submitted electronically at http://rotarycharities.egrant.net  along with all attachments. No hard copies are necessary, unless a required document is not available in electronic format.

4. The proposal will be reviewed by Rotary Charities staff and a team of 

Rotarians, with decisions by June 15 and January 15. 
5. Grants will be awarded based on funds available and Rotary Charities Board approval.  

Application Guidelines 
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