ROTARY CHARITIES BOARD ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO GRANTS

Traverse City, Mich. – The region’s economy is having an effect on how Rotary Charities of Traverse City is awarding grants.

Marsha Smith, Rotary Charities Executive Director, announced today that several changes in the organization’s fall grant cycle were being implemented immediately.  These include:

· Extending the fall grant cycle deadline

· Suspending some grant criteria

· Simplification of grant applications

“We’re making these changes in part as a result of a recent survey of regional nonprofits conducted by NorthSky Nonprofit Network,” explained Smith.  “The economy is presenting our vital nonprofit community with some special challenges.  And our board feels that we have to recognize that.”

Specific changes in grant protocol will expand the fall grant cycle to include all grant types: large and small capital, organizational capacity building and program grants, explained Smith.  Historically, the fall grant cycle has been for large capital requests over $100,000.  In addition, the deadline for fall grants has been extended from September 1 to October 1, 2009.  

She also noted that in recognition of the special challenges of decreasing contributions and increasing need for services faced by many nonprofits, the Board has agreed to temporarily expand application criteria to include grants that support existing programs (October 1, 2009 and March 1, 2010). 

Funding has traditionally focused on new and innovative programs only, according to Dr. Don Fraser, Rotary Charities Board President.  “However, many nonprofits are not able to develop new programs during times of economic stress. These are unusual times that call for extraordinary measures.  We are fortunate to have a nimble and open-minded board that is willing to think outside the normal parameters of funding and be responsive to the needs of our nonprofits.”   

Facilitating the grant application process is an eGrant system that has been installed on Charities’ website (www.rotarycharties.org).  “Over the past year, Rotary Charities has been working with a number of nonprofits to build their capacity and simplify the grant process,” explained director Smith.  “As a result, simplified applications are now online.”  

She emphasized that the new applications encourage outcome-based thinking and measurable results.  A guidance document for preparing an outcome-based approach and how to evaluate it will be posted on the website in mid-August 

(www.rotarycharities.org) Training to refine evaluation plans for organizational capacity building and program grants will be held on September 15, 2009.  Applicants may call Becky Ewing at 231-941-4010 or send an email to bewing@rotarycharities.org to register for the training.  

ROTARY CHARITIES

Since its inception in the mid-70’s,  Rotary Charities has distributed over $39 million in the form of 600 grants to organizations and non-profits in Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, Kalkaska and Antrim counties.


The public foundation was formed following the discovery in July of 1976 of valuable oil and natural gas reserves on property owned by the Traverse City Rotary Club.  Its purpose over the years has been to distribute interest income generated from the oil and gas royalties to organizations throughout the five-county region of Northwest Michigan.


NorthSky Nonprofit Network, operated under the aegis of Rotary Charities, is a nonprofit management support organization that assists Northern Michigan nonprofit organizations to develop and strengthen their capabilities and sustainability.

